THE   CONCERT   OF   EUROPE
"This is the first time since the foundation of the Trip} Alliance that the lists have been joined on a large scale,,' "Take notice, pray, that this remark is made without hostil intention against Russia." And as, after all, everything is at stake, he speaks of a last attempt to "stay" th European war.
This style smacks of its origin; its graceful curves am swoops are quite in the mode of the eighteenth-centur palace in which it is penned; and reading it, one ca: understand what embarrassment arose there over th question who should "hand in" the declaration of wai Giesl had had to leave at once; to send it by post woul be unsafe, since receipt might be denied; a parlementaii would not be de rigueur before the declaration of wa: Finally, the simple and suitable way was chosen. Itws wired in French to Belgrade vi& Bucharest on July 281 at 11 a.m. "The Royal Serbian Government not havfa answered in a satisfactory manner the note of July 10-2; 1914, presented by the Austro-Hungarian Minister < Belgrade, the Imperial and Royal Government are thi pledged to see to the safeguarding of their rights and interest and, with this object, to have recourse to force of arms. Austr* Hungary consequently considers herself henceforward in a sta of war with Serbia.
"Count Berchtold, Austro-Hungarian Minister of Foret£ Affairs."
The responsibility for this first declaration of war res on Vienna alone. For in the same, hour when the nev reached the Foreign Office in Berlin of this step, whic had, indeed, been expected but might still have bee stopped, a telegram was being drafted to Tschirschky,' "mediate for peace" according to the Kaiser's order A few hours later Berchtold informed Berlin that the la English proposal for mediation had likewise been ou stripped by events, i.e. by his own action. Bethmann, c tfee 'Qttfcgc hand, telegraphed to the four great Cabine flcat Germany w&s" continually endeavouring to bring Fiem of viei&s with Petersburg"
122rgent Report" (which was com-
